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Congressional Record 

Proceedings of the 109
th
 Congress, First Session 

Washington, Tuesday May 17, 2005 

United States House of Representatives 

 

On Occasion of the 100
th

 Anniversary of the Rogers Brothers Corporation 

Honorable Representative Phil English (R-3
rd

 Congressional District-Pennsylvania) 

 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the one-hundredth anniversary of Rogers 

Brothers Corporation.  Having a history filled with many innovative achievements, it is 

my hope to see this company continue on a path of growth and prosperity.   

 

Located in Albion, Pennsylvania, in Pennsylvania’s 3
rd

 Congressional District, 

Rogers Brothers Corporation was founded by Charles, Louis, and Hugh Rogers.  They 

started out fabricating steel for bridges.  In 1914, they built their first trailer for 

commercial use.  The production of trailers would go on to become their hallmark.  The 

business of trailer production grew with the continued development of the roadway 

system and World War I.  During World War II, Rogers developed special “tank 

retriever” trailers for the federal government, earning the Army-Navy “E” Award for 

excellence in production.  They also built a special trailer which was used in the 

Manhattan Project.  Following the war, commercial trailers were further developed with 

the creation of the innovative Power Lift Detachable Gooseneck.  Under the leadership of 

Betty Rogers Kulyk and her husband John Kulyk, the company further developed their 

trailers, creating new and innovative designs for their customers.  

 

Throughout their century in business, Rogers has overcome many challenging 

obstacles, including fires, the Great Depression, labor disputes, and a devastating 

tornado.  However, the company has endured the test of time.  In addition, it has 

remained a family owned and operated business, a trait that makes them unique in the 

trailer industry.  Today, Rogers trailers can be seen in all 50 states and in 65 countries 

around the world.  The company enjoys an outstanding reputation among their 

customers, a 100,000 square foot facility, and a quality, all-American made product.  

Now solidly in its third generation, under the leadership of Lawrence and Mark Kulyk, 

the company looks to expand their customer and product base, and stay the course for the 

long haul.      

 

America was founded on the principles of hard work and innovation.  The very 

greatness of this Nation is tied to the entrepreneurial spirit of our people.  The creativity 

and innovation of small businesses, such as Rogers, help to create the very pillars of our 

economy.  Their many achievements and unwavering commitment to excellence in quality 

production is an outstanding tribute to the very ideals we hold dear.   

 

 Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join me in congratulating the Kulyk 

Family and all of the hard working men and women at Rogers Brothers Corporation on 

their 100
th

 anniversary.  



 

 

 

The Presidents of Rogers Brothers Corporation 

 

                   

  Charles A. Rogers: 1905-1935         Louis J. Rogers: 1935-1958 

 

 

                     

  John W. Kulyk: 1958-1989            Lawrence L. Kulyk: 1989-1994 

 

 

 

Mark C. Kulyk: 1994-Present 

 



 

Board of Directors—2005  

 

John W. Kulyk 

 

           Larry L. Kulyk   Jay K. Kulyk 

 

           Mark C. Kulyk   Elizabeth Ann Kulyk Hough 

 

 

Facts 

 

Over 44,500 trailers have been built to date. 

There are three buildings and 97,500 square feet under roof on nine acres at the ROGERS 

plant in Albion, Pennsylvania. 

ROGERS trailers can be found in all 50 U.S. States and in 65 countries around the world. 

 

 

ROGERS Advertising Slogans 

 

Heritage of Bridge Builders 

Your Truck Will Haul at Least Twice the Load 

A World Beater 

The Heritage of a Generation of Bridge Builders 

Experience Builds Them—Performance Sells Them 

The Ultimate in Trailers 

Designed to Perform…Built to Last 

Invest in Rogers For the Long Haul 

Where Experience Meets Technology 

 

 

 National Trade Organization Membership 

 

TTMA — Truck Trailer Manufacturing Association from 1942-1961 and since 1971. 

AED — Associated Equipment Distributors (Associate Member) since 1943. 

SC & RA—Specialized Carriers & Rigging Association (Associate Member) since 1959. 

NTDA—National Trailer Dealers Association since 1995. 
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The History of the Rogers Brothers Corporation 

 

In an age of entrepreneurs, three brothers came to the Albion area to begin a 

business that would grow and change with the times.  Their name and products 

became synonymous with quality.  Their tradition continues today—one century 

later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There’s always going to be something to haul.” –John Kulyk, 1985 
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HERITAGE OF BRIDGE BUILDERS 
 

Before the turn of the century, the business known as Rogers Brothers was a saw 

and lumber mill operated in Pageville, Pa., by Alfred and Norman Rogers.  Alfred’s sons, 

Charles and Louis, were associated with the business and through this contact became 

agents of the Kellogg Brothers Iron Works of Buffalo, New York.   

 

                              
             Charles Rogers                                                   Louis Rogers                                                       Hugh Rogers 

  

In 1904, when Kellogg Brothers reneged on several bridge contracts in Crawford 

County, Pa., Charles and Louis, along with their younger brother Hugh, saw an 

opportunity.  They came to Albion to establish their own structural steel fabrication 

business.  They arranged to purchase land and built a factory that was located west of the 

present location next to the Bessemer Railroad.  They employed off-duty blacksmiths and 

others from the railroad to build their bridges.   

 

During their bridge building years Rogers Brothers Company constructed about 

19 bridges in Crawford and Erie Counties, of which at least five were in the Albion area.  

 

 
Railroad bridge under construction over the Allegheny River in Oil City, Pa., 1911.  
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Each of the brothers brought his own special talent to the company.  Charles was 

the salesman, Hugh was the engineer and Louis was the businessman.  In 1907 they 

moved their location to the other side of the railroad tracks.  They arranged for a spur to 

be laid onto the grounds, in order to facilitate shipping.   

 

 
                 The Rogers Brothers Structural Iron and Bridges plant in Albion, Pa. in April 1911. 

 

Their reputation for quality was generally recognized in the region when the 

brothers received two large contracts for bridges.  The first was at Williamsport, Pa., to 

accommodate five sets of railroad tracks, and the second was to span the Allegheny River 

at Oil City, Pa.  The parts for this large bridge were prefabricated in Albion and then 

shipped by rail to Oil City.  This is believed to be the first time such a process was used 

for bridge construction.     

 

   
Supporting the old bridge in Oil City, Pa.  while the new bridge was being built, February 1911. 
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          The bridge at Oil City, Pa. spanned 1085 feet across the Allegheny River.   

Completed in 1912 for a cost of $200,000, the bridge stood until the end of the 20th Century. 

 

By 1910 the brothers were also engaged in other enterprises, such as constructing 

houses, barns, and commercial buildings, such as the Albion Citizen’s Bank.  

 

 In 1911, before the bridge was completed in Oil City, the Albion plant burned to 

the ground with damages and loss of over $50,000.  The fire began in the engine room 

from an unknown cause.  In an article concerning the fire the Cosmopolite Herald of 

Girard, Pa., identified the company as “one of the largest plants manufacturing steel for 

structural purposes in this section of the country.” 

 

 The brothers rebuilt their plant and to survive in business they continued building 

houses, sold real estate and rebuilt gondolas for the railroad.  They advertised that they 

would build anything in the structural steel line, even trailers.   

 

                        
Rogers Brothers real estate and house construction advertisements. 
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YOUR TRUCK WILL HAUL AT LEAST TWICE THE LOAD 
 

The first trailers built by the Rogers brothers were for their own use.  In 

September 1914, the first commercial trailer sold by the Rogers Brothers Company was 

to the Albion Telephone Company to haul poles.  Soon the brothers were selling trailers 

to carry feed, animals, coal, lumber, and many other uses.  Called the “Model A”, the 

frame was all steel, and had one axle with spoke wheels of white ash and hickory with 

solid rubber tires.   

 

 
Rogers Model A trailer sitting on a weighing scale on Pearl Street in Albion, Pa., 1914. (Appendix-1) 

 

 

 

 

      
                 The Model A trailer hauling a piano, 1915.                Model A trailer carrying bags of feed. 
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The brothers were their own advertising representatives in many instances, 

placing newspaper ads and promoting their trailers in several eastern states.  

 

 

 

Rogers Trailers advertisement poster from the 1910s. 

 

                               
          Advertisement from The New York Times        Advertisement from the Hartford Courant, Connecticut 

April 8, 1917.       April 15, 1917. 
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Advertisement printed June 15, 1917. 

 

 

As the road system grew, so did the brothers’ business and their variety of 

models.  By the time the United States entered World War I, the Rogers Brothers 

Company was well known nationally and was approached to build 60 trailers for the 

Quartermaster Corps.  It was followed by a contract for 500 aviation trailers and several 

thousand kitchenette trailers.  At the peak of their production 75 kitchenette frames were 

produced every 24 hours.  An additional contract was to build troop carriers. 

 

 
A Rogers Brothers World War I troop carrier. 
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A WORLD BEATER 
 

Following the end of World War I, the brothers returned to commercial 

manufacturing and sold over 1,000 one ton, two-wheel trailers for use in diamond mining 

on the African Gold Coast. 

 

In 1921 the company sold their first low bed heavy duty trailer to the Light and 

Power Company in Riverside, California.  Dubbed “the iron wagon,” it had a capacity of 

40 tons and steel tires. 

 

 
    A Rogers low bed “iron wagon” trailer. 

 

Besides trailers, the brothers were an early manufacturer of a four-wheel drive 

tractor, which also included snow plows and road planes.  Parts for the road planes were 

built until the 1950s.  The first tractor models were offered on the market in 1919.   

 

                  
The four-wheel-drive tractor developed by Hugh Rogers, pictured here in the driver's seat. 
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The four-wheel drive tractor was the brainchild of Hugh Rogers.  It was designed 

for multiple uses and in many cases used wherever transportation facilities were 

insufficient.  It was recognized by many to be the first tractor tested using a hydraulic 

steering gear.  The tractor was capable of pulling as much as 10,000 pounds at low speed.  

It also had a great deal of flexibility and was capable of lifting any one of its four wheels 

independently five feet off the ground without causing friction.   

 

Then came the severe agricultural depression of the early 1920s. Rogers stopped 

making tractors regularly by 1923.  Some models were offered and built until 1930.  As 

far as it can be determined, Rogers built fewer than 100 tractors total. 

 

                   
Rogers Brothers tractor advertisements. 

 

 
Hugh Rogers demonstrates the Rogers’ tractor flexibility by backing up over a pile of logs. 
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THE HERITAGE OF A GENERATION OF BRIDGE BUILDERS 
 

In 1923 the brothers developed a structural arch to be used as the steel connection 

between their trailer and the truck.  It looked like a goose’s neck and was, in fact, called a 

“gooseneck”—a term still used today.  At the same time the company, with the 

cooperation of several rubber manufacturers in Akron, Ohio, developed wheels with 

rubber tires.   

 

 

 
Advertisement from the 1920s. 

 

 

The Rogers Brothers Company, as many other pioneer businesses, experienced 

financial difficulties in its early years.  In 1923, when the Albion Citizen’s Bank was 

forced to close, the company went into receivership, but was able to continue building 

trailers.  It completed a large custom-built trailer with a 50-ton capacity early in 1924 for 

the Douglas Transfer Company of Pittsburgh, Pa. that featured the gooseneck design.   

 

The following year the company reorganized and incorporated as the Rogers 

Brothers Corporation with Charles, the oldest brother, as president-treasurer and Louis as 

vice-president.  By 1927 Hugh was secretary.  It was about this same time that Louis 

developed corrugation to be used on vans.  He later sold the patent to the Pittsburgh Steel 

Company.   

 

In the 1920s the Rogers Brothers Corporation began acquiring distributors to sell 

trailers for them.  There were no formal written contracts between them; business was 

conducted with a handshake.  Exclusive sales rights were offered within given 

geographical areas and some of the first distributors to represent the company included: 

C.C. & F.F. Keesler of Philadelphia, 1926; A.E. Finley, North Carolina, and North 

Carolina Tractor, 1932; Cyril J. Burke of Detroit, 1937; Hedge Mattheis of 

Massachusetts, 1938; Reid-Holcomb of Indiana, 1946; and exporters, Brown and Sites, 

Inc., 1949.  Keesler remains a Rogers distributor to this day.     
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In the late 1920s, Rogers Brothers Corporation introduced a line of dry-freight 

van trailers.  The vans were sold on credit, but many were reclaimed in 1929 as buyers 

were affected by the worsening economic conditions.   

 

The Depression resulting from the stock market crash affected every business 

including construction.  As the government began work projects that involved road 

building and road improvements, the trailer industry benefited, also.   

 

 
        One of the vans made in the late 1920s. 

 

 

By the end of 1930 Rogers Brothers Corporation had developed a new type of 

heavy-duty high-speed trailer for the E.H. Scott Transportation Company.  It was the 

largest ever built to this time and was designed to carry a 167-ton payload of castings.  It 

was used to haul tunnel shields for the subway system under construction in New York 

City.  By this year it was reported that the Rogers Brothers Corporation had over 300 

trailers ranging in capacity from 15 to 65 tons operating in the greater New York area.    

 

 
Rogers trailer hauling a NYC subway tunnel shield. 
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Two years later 15-inch pneumatic tires were developed to carry heavy payloads 

on the Rogers trailers.  This type of tire was already being used on automobiles.   

 

 
Advertisement promoting the use of pneumatic tires. 

 

Through their distributors the brothers learned that their trailers had been put to 

many unusual uses.  They carried such loads as streetcars, houses, a 200-year-old 

boxwood tree, an elephant seal, machinery for the Pittsburgh Press, Wylie Posts’ 

airplane called the “Winnie Mae,” and even a bridge that had been built by the Rogers 

Brothers Company during its earlier years.   

 

             

 

Some of the many unusual loads on Rogers gooseneck trailers. 
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The “Winnie Mae” in a parade on a Rogers trailer, July 1933. 

 

The families, the company and the entire community grieved at the sudden death 

of Charles Rogers who was killed in an automobile accident in December 1935.  Louis 

assumed the presidency and Hugh became secretary and plant manager of Rogers 

Brothers Corporation.   

 

           
Article from The Albion News, December 1935. 
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The trailer industry continued to develop, and in 1936 welded frames replaced 

rivets.  The same year low-alloy high-tensile structural sections replaced carbon beams as 

the main carrying members.   

 

 
Example of a 10-ton trailer built with welded frame and pneumatic tires in the 1930s. 

 

During their more than 30 years in business, the Rogers brothers had employed 

many young men from the Albion area in both full time and summer jobs.  Louis Rogers’ 

son Harrison began to work at the plant during the summertime when he was in high 

school.  In 1939 the company hired 18-year-old John Kulyk to work full time, unloading 

steel.     

 

Following the beginning of World War II in September 1939, the Rogers Brothers 

Corporation was approached by the French Government with a contract to build low bed 

trailers with a 16-ton capacity.  By December 23, 1939, the order was completed and 

ready for shipment.  However, the ravaged French government was unable to accept 

delivery and the trailers were without a buyer.  The plant closed on Christmas Eve, with 

an uncertain reopening date.      

 

Within three weeks the British government had picked up the contract for the 

completed trailers and added to it.  Rogers Brothers Corporation went into full-plus 

production, working more than one shift in order to complete war contracts.  The 

company enlarged its plant facilities and increased the plant floor space by 125 percent.   

 

 
Shop interior with tank retriever trailers in production. 
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Early in 1940 the United States government, using a design adapted from the 

German tank retriever trailers captured in North Africa, began working on a 45-ton tank 

retriever.  Army engineers worked with engineers at Rogers Brothers to perfect this 

trailer which became the first war contract for trailers awarded by the United States 

Government.   

 

 
           One of the Rogers tank retriever trailers with a tank.   

 

At a pre-scheduled meeting on the evening of December 7, 1941, the workers at 

Rogers Brothers Corporation voted to organize the independent Rogers Brothers Workers 

Union.  It was the same day that the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and led the United 

States into World War II.    

 

Within seven months the company was in total wartime production, operating 

with 480 employees working in three shifts and producing 10 trailers every 24 hours for 

military use.  To deliver the increased numbers of trailers, two additional railroad spurs 

were brought into the factory yard from the Bessemer Railroad.   

 

 
Rogers tank retriever trailers on train cars in the Bessemer & Lake Erie Rail yard in 1942. 
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On September 6, 1942, Rogers Brothers Corporation was presented the Army-

Navy “E” Award for excellence in wartime production in a public ceremony held at the 

plant.*  It was an “occasion long to be remembered in the Albion Area,” reported the 

Albion News, and only the third such award given in Erie County, Pennsylvania.  

*For a more detailed explanation of the award, see Appendix-2.  

 

 
Presentation of the “E” Flag at the award ceremony for Rogers Brothers Corporation, September 6, 1942. (Appendix-3) 

 

     
 Letter conferring the “E” Award on Rogers, August 15, 1942.                   Under Secretary of War, Robert P. Patterson 
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RESUME OF ARMY-NAVY “E” AWARD TO ROGERS BROTHERS 

CORPORATION—Documented by an unidentified employee following the ceremony: 

 

 “On August 17
th

 a letter was received from Under Secretary of War Patterson 

advising that the Army-Navy “E” Award was to be conferred on us.   

 Following the instructions as contained in the manual enclosed with the letter, 

Harrison Rogers immediately called Lt. Thomas Richter, Public Relations Officer, 

Quartermaster Corps, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  We expressed our gratitude for 

having received this award and requested that the award be made at a very simple 

ceremony.  The Lieutenant kindly agreed to come to Albion on Wednesday, August 19
th

, 

to guide us in the planning of the ceremony.  We were cautioned not to give any publicity 

to the papers until official notification of the presentation date had been made in 

Washington, D.C. 

 As planned, Lt. Richter arrived August 19
th

 at Union City on the 8:30 A.M. 

Pennsylvania train and was met by Harrison Rogers.  Upon arrival at the Office a 

conference was held with Louis Rogers, Hugh Rogers, and Harrison Rogers, in which Lt. 

Richter outlined the length of the program, the advertising possibilities, and the 

advisability of Labor-Management cooperation in the planning of the ceremony.   

 In the afternoon the officers and committeemen of the Rogers Brothers Workers’ 

Union were advised by Lt. Richter at a special meeting that the Army-Navy “E” Award 

was to be conferred on Rogers Brothers Corporation.  He stressed that this was a very 

rare honor in that less than 50 companies had received this citation to date, and also, that 

a large majority of these companies by virtue of their size had years of experience in 

mass production methods.  The Lieutenant also stated that this award was to be shared 

jointly by labor and management and that each should cooperate in arranging the details 

of the ceremony.    

 On August 21
st
 Lt. Richter advised Harrison Rogers by phone that Sunday, 

September 6
th

, had been set as the date of the award ceremony.  The release from 

Washington was for the afternoon paper on Tuesday, August 24
th
.  The principle speaker 

was to be Col. J. Van Ness Ingram, Quartermaster Corps, Washington D.C.   

 After contacting by phone the City Editors of the Erie Dispatch Herald, Erie 

Daily Times, Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and Cleveland Plain Dealer on 

Sunday, August 23
rd

, a news story covering the history of the Corporation and the record 

of accomplishment was forwarded to each paper for release on August 24
th
.   

 Starting Monday, August 24
th

, daily meetings were held between labor and 

management for the completion of the ceremony details. 

 Paul Salisbury, Glenn Rogers, and Jack Lowry drove to the Skinner Engine plant 

at Erie on August 26
th
 to discuss with them the experiences they had in conducting their 

“E” Award ceremony on August 25
th
.  At a meeting on this date, Mervin Neil was 

appointed to supervise the construction of the platform for speakers and honored guests.  

Earl Williams and Jack Lowry were designated to arrange the program to be printed by 

The Albion News. 

 Arrangements were made by phone on August 27
th
 with Kinsenn and Glauser of 

Erie to install a public address system for the award ceremonies.   

 On August 26
th

 the Sharon, Pa. radio station WPIC agreed to do a live broadcast 

of the ceremony as a public service. 
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 Lt. Richter advised Jack Lowry by phone on Saturday, August 29
th

, that Col. 

Ingram had been transferred and that Lt. Col. A.F. Witte of the Ordinance Department 

would give the principal address in his place.   

 Jack Lowry then phoned Commander R. G. Walling of the Navy Department at 

Erie and received assurance that the Commander would make the presentation of the “E” 

lapel insignia.   

 Invitations were mailed on Sunday, August 30
th
, for attendance to both the 

ceremony and banquet.   

 The speakers’ platform was completed on Friday, September 4
th

.  It was 

constructed in three sections to facilitate moving in the event rain made it necessary to 

hold the ceremony inside.   

 September 6
th

, the day of the award ceremony, was ideal—the weather very warm 

without a cloud in the sky.  At seven o’clock a crew of men under the supervision of 

Russell Rogers and Francis Rogers decorated the speakers’ platform in red, white, and 

blue.  A crowd of 1,200 to 1,500 people attended the ceremony.   

 The entire program was conducted smoothly without a single mishap. 

 Speakers, guests, and employees in the number of 120 attended a banquet 

immediately following the ceremony at the Lake Shore Country Club [Fairview, 

Pennsylvania].”    

 

  

 

 
Invitation to the “E” Award Ceremony and Banquet. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS OF W. PITT GIFFORD, MASTER OF CEREMONIES: 

 

 “We are gathered this afternoon at the plant of Rogers Brothers in the Borough of 

Albion, Erie County, Pennsylvania on the occasion of the presentation to the employees 

and management of that company of the Army and Navy “E”.  

 The Rogers Brothers Corporation are engaged in production of heavy duty trailers 

and because of the demand for this particular type and design of trailers for war purposes, 

it is and has been for the past fifteen months 100% engaged in war work; working three 

eight hour shifts for twenty-four hours a day, this company has for many months 

delivered these heavy duty trailers to the limit of their capacity.  Certainly a record of 

productive efficiency.  

 The significance of the Army and Navy “E” which is being presented and 

received today will be explained by the distinguished Army officer who will present it.   

 Suffice it for me to say that this coveted award is not lightly given or easily 

attained.  It is a distinctive award of merit, a recognition by those in authority that the 

people of Rogers Brothers Corporation, employees and management alike, have bent 

their energies beyond the requirements of peacetime employment to the brave men on 

land, on sea, and in the air who carry the fight to the enemy with the equipment and 

materials necessary for the successful prosecution of the war.   

 I know that every man and woman connected in any way with this company, as 

well as every citizen in this community takes pride in this high honor—a pride that will 

inspire us all to even fuller cooperation to support and speed the war effort.”   

 

Erie attorney W. Pitt Gifford, Master of Ceremonies addresses the crowd at the Rogers Brothers Army-Navy “E” Award Ceremony. 

September 6th, 1942. 

 

 

 



 25  

Lieutenant Colonel A.F. Witte, Executive Director of the Cleveland Ordinance District 

 

 

 

 

“Executive officer of the War Department’s Cleveland Ordinance District office, 

Lieutenant-Colonel A.F. Witte saw active service in the first world war.  He enlisted in 

the army as a private in 1917 and served 20 months overseas specializing in convoy work 

and inspection while assigned to the office of the Chief Procurement Officer of the Army 

in Paris.  In 1927 Colonel Witte entered the Officers Reserve Corps as a first lieutenant.  

He has been on active duty with the Cleveland District since September 5, 1940.”    

From the Army-Navy “E” Award Ceremony Program 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF COLONEL WITTE’S SPEECH: 

 

 “This award is a recognition of the splendid work you have done to help smash 

The Axis!  You richly deserve it!   

 In a way, it is a military decoration bestowed on you by the Army and Navy for 

courage and devotion to duty.  You have been fighting in a comparatively safe part of the 

world, but you have been fighting none the less.  You have been called upon to shed your 

sweat, and you’ve been doing plenty of that. 

 This award is not being bestowed on a field of victory.  We haven’t yet beaten 

The Axis.  We must face the plain, blunt fact that that the war is going to be long and 

bloody, and that up to now the united nations have been the losers. 

 In presenting you with this award, I want to emphasize one fact: You are just 

beginning to fight.  You cannot rest on your oars for a moment. 

 You have done a magnificent job here at Rogers Brothers.  Your production 

record has been outstanding.  During the past few months you have witnessed an 

enormous increase in the output of trailers and tank transporters, and both workers and 

management have made invaluable contributions.  But as the months pass, you’ve got to 

do even better!   

 We have begun to smash the Japs, but we have a long way to go.  We have won 

victories, but we’ve got to win many more.  We are still almost 4,000 miles from Japan.       

 You men and women at Rogers Brothers have won your victories too—but you 

must also win many more.  I think sometimes we are the victims of our own quotas.  By 

that, I mean that we set up quotas and strive to reach them.  When we have reached them, 

a lot of us stop right there.   

 We’ve got to think of our production quotas as irreducible minimums of 

production, not as maximums.  We’ve got to smash our quotas, set up new ones, and 

smash those too! 
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 It’s not going to be easy for any of us.  But it wasn’t easy for our men and women 

on Bataan or Coregidor.  It wasn’t easy for the sailors at Midway.  It wasn’t easy for the 

marines on the beaches of the Solomon Islands.  To match what our solders, sailors and 

marines have done, you’ve got to work longer, harder, and more skillfully.  You’ve got to 

do your share in buying war bonds and conserving rubber and all the other critical 

materials it takes to fight this war.   

 The American working man knows what he is fighting for—his life and the life of 

his wife and children.  He knows what the Axis dictators have done to labor in their own 

countries and those they have conquered.  It’s one long story of blood and terror.   

 I know it is hard for some of us who are far from the battlefronts to feel that this 

war concerns us.  It is hard to realize that a defeat in Russia or Egypt is as much our 

defeat as though it occurred in Pennsylvania or New York. 

 We know the Axis is trying to smash us before we can smash them.  America may 

be last on the Axis list of nations they hope to conquer, but it is by no means least.   

 Some of the men who have come back from the war fronts have said quite frankly 

they were shocked at the indifference they found here.  They have found us wrangling 

about profits and hours and wages; they have found us complaining about rationing and 

shortages.  They’ve found most of us doing business as usual—or better than usual.  And 

they’ve had to go back to their buddies on the battlefronts and tell them what they’ve 

seen.  

In closing, I want to ask every man or woman here who has a son or a brother or a 

sweetheart or a close relative in the armed services to hold up his hand.  You can see 

from this what the war means to you.  It is your war and you’ve got to fight.”  

 

 
Lieutenant Colonel A. F. Witte addresses the crowd at the Rogers Brothers Army-Navy “E” Award Ceremony, September 6th, 1942. 
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Commander Ralph G. Walling, United States Navy (Retired) 

 

   

 

 

“Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, Commander Walling was appointed to the U.S. 

Naval Academy, from where he graduated in 1908.  After graduating from the Naval 

Academy he was continually as sea until after World War I, during which he commanded 

a destroyer on the European Station.  He was retired after the last war and was recalled to 

active duty in 1940.”   

From the Army-Navy “E” Award Ceremony Program 

 

SPEECH OF COMMANDER WALLING IN THE PRESENTATION 

OF THE “E” LAPEL INSIGNIAS: 

 

 “It is with a great deal of pride and pleasure that I received the Navy 

Department’s Orders to be present and take part in this celebration.  The pins which I am 

about to present to you are awarded to you because of your excellent work on behalf of 

the Armed Services.  The Navy Department directed me to thank you for the services you 

have rendered and to express their faith in your future production.” 

 

 
“E” Lapel Pin (Actual Size). 
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Scrapbook page of newspaper articles from The Albion News before and after the “E” Award Ceremony. 
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During World War II, employee and plant security was high at Rogers Brothers.  

Retired railroad employees were hired as guards and U.S. Army personnel could be seen 

working in office space on the second floor of the main building.  Women were 

employed for the first time in jobs other than office work.  They processed wiring 

harnesses for spare parts and were housed in a separate building nicknamed the “Wac 

Shack” after the abbreviation for the Women’s Army Corps. 

 

The company had been involved in war production for six years when in early 

April, 1945, the U.S. government ordered a special trailer for delivery in 30 days.  It was 

and remains the largest single trailer ever built by the Rogers Brothers Corporation.  Plant 

security for this project was intensified.  Following the specifications from Army 

engineers the trailer was 18 feet wide and 40 feet long with 64 desert-type tires, eight 

rows of eight tires each.  It was built to carry 300 tons, the largest payload ever to be 

carried at one time.  The trailer was completed in the time allotted by the government for 

its construction.   

 

 
The largest trailer ever built by the Rogers Brothers Corporation had 64 tires and could carry up to 300 tons. 

 

        
        Weeks after the trailer had been used for its intended purpose, The Albion News reported its construction on October 18, 1945. 
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The employees of Rogers Brothers Corporation pictured with the 300- ton trailer the day it was shipped in 1945.    

Note the Army-Navy “E” Flag, below the American Flag on the pole. 

 

The 300-ton trailer was shipped in parts by rail from Albion to Alamagordo, New 

Mexico, where it was assembled and loaded with cargo.  It was pulled by three caterpillar 

tractors for 30 miles over desert sand to a test site named “Trinity.”  The cargo was a 

214-ton tube, measuring 25 feet long and 12 feet in diameter, and was nicknamed 

“Jumbo.”  “Jumbo” was designed and built for a plan to contain the first atomic bomb 

ever exploded during the Manhattan Project.  Although “Jumbo” was never used for its 

purpose, the trailer built by the Rogers Brothers Corporation was.  After an unsuccessful 

attempt to demolish “Jumbo” in 1946, officials left it at the Trinity test site, where it 

reportedly remains to this day. 

 

 
“Jumbo” on top of the Rogers trailer being pulled to the Trinity test site of the Manhattan Project. 
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WORLD’S GREATEST TRAILER 
 

  
       Rogers Brothers commercial advertisement from 1946.                   B.F. Goodrich advertisement, Saturday Evening Post 

        January 19, 1946. 
 

The United States and the Allies won the war and by the end of 1945 Rogers 

Brothers Corporation had completed its government contracts and resumed peacetime 

construction of trailers for commercial use.   

 

They turned their attention to improving the design and the function of the lowbed 

trailer.  In the late 1940s they introduced the Rogers Helper Dolly.  The dolly was 

designed to assist in distributing the weight of the load imposed on the truck tractor.  The 

company had built dollies of one type or another since 1911.   

 

 
A Rogers Helper Dolly c. 1949. 
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In 1947 Charles’ heirs sold their interest in Rogers Brothers Corporation back to 

the company.  The following year, Hugh retired and also sold his interest and those of his 

heirs back to the company.  After Hugh’s retirement, Louis’ son Harrison became Vice 

President and General Manager.  At that time, Rogers Brothers Corporation was regarded 

as the largest manufacturer of heavy duty trailers in the country.   

 

                      
   Article from an unidentified newspaper, May 1st, 1947.     Article from an unidentified newspaper announcing 

 the retirement of Hugh Rogers. 

 

 1948 was the year that Rogers Brothers Corporation developed their most 

significant patent ever held.  It was called the “Power Lift Detachable Gooseneck.”  The 

gooseneck lowered the front of the trailer to the ground, and then detached, while 

remaining connected to the truck tractor.  This enabled large, heavy equipment to be 

safely loaded over the front of the trailer.  Prior to this innovation, trailers had to be either 

side loaded, which was harder on the trailer, or rear loaded which was more dangerous.  

The patent was approved by the United States government in 1952.  By 1963 an 

improved hydraulic system made the detachable gooseneck even more popular.   

 

 
The Rogers Corporation Power Lift Detachable Gooseneck, 1948. 
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1951 had more changes within the company’s management.  Louis’ son-in-law 

John Kulyk, who had returned to the company after serving in Europe during World War 

II, became both plant manager and Secretary of the corporation.  

 

That same year, a water tower was erected at the southwest end of the plant.  Built 

to store 100,000 gallons of water for use in case of a fire, it stood 137 feet in height 

painted with the Rogers globe logo, and became a recognizable landmark to the residents 

of Albion.         

 

 
Harrison Rogers and John Kulyk 

 

Rogers Brothers Corporation was featured in the Erie (PA) Dispatch in May, 

1952, and was credited with selling trailers in every U.S. state plus 17 countries around 

the world.  Harrison Rogers’ appraisal was that it was the biggest year for trailer orders 

since World War II, with a 38% increase over the previous year.    

 

With the participation of the United States in the Korean War, the federal 

government awarded Rogers Brothers contracts for trailers to be used for various military 

purposes.  As a result, the work force increased once more. 

 

 
Aerial drawing of the Rogers Brothers plant from the early 1950s. 
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EXPERIENCE BUILDS THEM—PERFORMANCE SELLS THEM 
 

In August, 1955, Rogers Brothers Corporation celebrated 50 years in business 

with a public open house.  The company boasted two new trailer designs within the 

previous five years: the Tag-Along and the Tilt Deck.  Innovations in the manufacturing 

facility were noted and it was estimated that 23,000 trailers had been built since the first 

Model A trailer was developed in 1914.   

 

 
Front page of The Albion News, August 25, 1955. 
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                   Invitation to the 50th Anniversary Dinner. 

 

 

 
Photos from the cocktail and dinner party at the Kahkwa Club in Erie, Pa. for the Rogers Brothers Corporation 50th Anniversary. 

(Appendix-4) 

 

 
The unveiling of the “Tribute to Louis Rogers” plaque, with Louis Rogers (left) and Hugh Rogers (right). 
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That same year of 1955 Rogers Brothers entered the small diesel and electric 

locomotive field; and they offered classes about all of their products for the sales 

personnel of its distributors.  Known as “The Sales School,” it became an annual event 

offered by the Rogers Sales Department to its customer representatives “in the field.” 

 

 
One of the small locomotives built by Roger, c. 1955. 

 

 
Melvin Taylor (left) and Mike Macksymovy (right) assembling a Rogers locomotive, c. 1957. 
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Annual Sales School November 17, 1959. (Appendix-5) 

 

 

 
Annual Sales School May 2-3, 1960. (Appendix-6) 
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Front page of The Albion News, November 28, 1957. 

 

Two of the founding brothers, Hugh and Louis, died within a year of each other.  

Hugh, at the age of 73, died in November, 1957.  Louis, at 77, was still very involved in 

the company operation at the time of his death in September, 1958.  In 1961 his memory 

was honored by the installation and dedication of the Louis Rogers Memorial Scoreboard 

for the football field at Northwestern High School.    

 

Excerpt from The Albion News, September 11, 1958    

 

        LOU ROGERS IS DEAD 

 

Louis J. Rogers, a founder and for 
the past 23 years president of The 
Rogers Bros. Corp., prime Albion 
Area employers, died Saturday 
morning [September 6] in St. 
Vincent Hospital  [Erie, Pa] after 
battling a series of illnesses for 
several years. Mr. Rogers was 77. 

Mr. Rogers, together with his two 
brothers  [Charles and Hugh], both 
of whom preceded him in death, 
founded the company that bears 
their name in 1905. Originally the 
company built steel bridges. One of 

their earliest projects was the three-
span bridge over the Allegheny 
River at Oil City, built in 1911. In 
1914 the company went into the 
trailer business, a move that has 
brought international fame to the 
company and to Albion. In 1957 the 
company expanded into the 
industrial Diesel locomotive field. 

Mr. Rogers was born October 3, 
1880, in Titusville. He was raised 
and educated at Pageville.  He is 
survived by his wife, Margaret Ward 
Rogers; a son, Harrison J. Rogers, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; a daughter, 

Mrs. John (Betty) Kulyk, Albion; a 
sister, Mrs. Evelyn Hamel, Erie, and 
five grandchildren. 

Prayer services were held from the 
James P. Summers Funeral Home 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
Requiem Mass at St. Lawrence's 
Church at 10 a.m. with the Rev. 
Ennis A. Connelly officiating.  
Present in the sanctuary was the Rt. 
Rev. William L. Sullivan. Internment 
was in St. John's Cemetery, Girard.
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From The Albion News, January 30, 1958. 

 

Prior to and following Louis’ death there were changes within the management of 

Rogers Brothers.  Harrison Rogers retired as Vice President and General Manager in 

January, 1958, and sold his stock interest back to the company.  He was replaced by Ed 

Scarlett.  Then in January, 1959, Louis’ daughter, Betty Rogers Kulyk, became Chairman 

of the Board of Directors and John Kulyk became President of the company.   

 

 
John & Betty Kulyk 
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A “standard” trailer is on the right and the “over the road behemoth” is on the left.  November, 1958.   

 

From time to time when the company built special custom trailers, they were 

displayed on the plant grounds before delivery.  One was called an “over the road 

behemoth” and an “engineering marvel” in an article from The Albion News.  Shown 

above, the trailer was 75 feet 9 inches long and 12 feet wide with a 200-ton capacity.  The 

“standard” trailer next to it was 33 feet long with a 25-ton capacity.   

 

 
Late 1959, an RCA radar tracking device for satellites is mounted on a Rogers Brothers trailer.  

Strict security surrounded production of this trailer.   
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Beginning in late 1958 and for many years thereafter, Rogers Brothers continually 

modified and changed the layout of its production line.  The physical facilities were 

reorganized for the goal of greater productivity and efficiency.   

 

 
Welding high flat trailers on the shop floor. 

 
Workmen assembling wheels for D-Type trailers on the shop floor. (Appendix-7) 

 

Rogers Brothers entered the computer age in 1960, with an IBM card sorting 

system to handle inventory.  The system has been upgraded several times since its 

installation.   

 

That same year Betty Rogers Kulyk joined the office management.  She created 

the advertising slogan, “The Ultimate in Trailers,” which was used for the next forty 

years, through to today.  
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THE ULTIMATE IN TRAILERS 
 

 

 
Rogers Brothers Corporation employees, 1961. (Appendix-8) 

 

During the 1960s, trailer innovations included a three-axle extendible flatbed 

semi-trailer and the Croucher® series.  Flatbed extendibles were produced for only a 

short time.  On the other hand, the Croucher® was a front end design with tapened beams 

that gave a trailer a low to the ground appearance, like an alligator laying on its belly.  

The Croucher® is an effective design feature that is still in use today.   

 

For the first time the company decentralized production and in 1967 built a new 

plant in Delta, Ohio, for smaller standard trailer models, and remained under the direct 

supervision of John Kulyk.  The first on-site manager was his son, Larry Kulyk, one of 

the grandsons of Louis Rogers.  Larry remained at the Delta Plant for three years then 

moved to Albion as Assistant General Manager, and Ed Scarlett became Executive Vice 

President.  Scarlett retired from Rogers in 1972.   

 

 
The Rogers Brothers Delta Plant in Delta Ohio, built in 1967, then expanded three times. 
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The company had never experienced a day’s loss of work due to labor disputes 

until 1963 when the workers voted on the issue of union representation during a two 

week work stoppage.  Two years later the workers went on strike again, this time for 15 

weeks.  Both strikes were without incident.   

 

During the Vietnam War, the United States Government once again awarded 

trailer orders to Rogers Brothers for military use.  Then, as in other wars, the sight of a 

Rogers trailer so far from home was a thrilling and welcoming sight to Albion area men 

and women.  

 

In 1970 Rogers Brothers began building commercial capacity trailers to stock, 

which was a revolutionary move for a manufacturer of low bed heavy duty trailers.  

Measurements were standardized to create an inventory, although the company continued 

to build a large percentage of custom trailers.  With the aid of a burning machine, four 

steel frames could be cut at one time.  Two such machines, called Serv-o-graphs, brought 

a new level of efficiency to the production line.   

 

                   

                                          
Rogers Brothers Corporation Stocklist covers. 

 

 
Delta Built logo. 
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Since 1974 several trailer designs and features have been introduced.  The 

Scraperneck series, known for its low profile gooseneck; the Bucket Pocket which 

allowed an excavator bucked to tuck into the rear frame and increase the overload 

clearance; and the CobraNeck a non-ground engaging gooseneck.  Other innovations 

included a welding machine that is able to fabricate beams out of 100,000 lbs. minimum 

yield steel, thus allowing trailers to be designed to precise beam specifications; and a 

Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) system that facilitated design engineering.     

 
Rogers CobraNeck Logo. 

 

 
Bob Timm (center) of the engineering staff operating the CAD machine with Larry (right) and Mark Kulyk (left) looking on. 

 

The management changed again in 1984 when Ed Swaney retired as Vice 

President and General Manager.  At that time Larry Kulyk assumed the position of Vice 

President and General Manager and another of Louis’ grandsons, Mark Kulyk, became 

Vice President of Marketing.  
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Two-page advertisement in The Albion News inviting the general public to an open house of the Rogers Brothers    
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factory, scheduled for June 1, 1985  in recognition of 80 years in business.  The advertisement was published on May 29, 1985. 
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In 1985 Rogers Brothers Corporation celebrated its 80
th

 year in business.  On May 

31
st
, there was an Open House for regional distributors, their sales staff and other guests.     

 
Rogers 80th Anniversary sticker. 

 

 
Guests of the Open House, May 31, 1985. (Appendix-9) 

 

 
Mark Mitkowski runs an engineering application on a tour of his department. (Appendix-10) 
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Mark Kulyk (in white hard hat) takes visitors on a tour of the Rogers plant. 
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Article from Construction Equipment Guide, July 24, 1985. 

 

 
RSVP to Rogers dinner in Edinboro, PA on May 31, 1985. 



 50

This anniversary was marred when a killer tornado ripped through Albion later 

the same day as the open house.  The tornado destroyed over one-third of the homes in 

town and left twelve people dead.  Rogers Brothers sustained relatively minor damage to 

its facilities, and lost only one day’s work.  Company equipment and resources were 

immediately made available to assist in the extensive clean-up of the community.   

 

 
Map of Albion, PA showing the damage done by the Class F-4 tornado that swept through town on May 31, 1985. 

 

 
Front page of The Albion News, June 19, 1985. 
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The chimney to the left of the water tower appears undamaged, but several of the bricks were shifted out of place by the tornado.  

 It was razed shortly after the cleanup was completed.  The water tower was left undamaged. 

 
A view of the wreckage from the roof of the plant. 

 
The aftermath of the tornado. 
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The tornado’s aftermath did not cancel, only delayed the scheduled open house 

for the general public that was planned for June 1
st
.  It was held a year later on July 26, 

1986.  The Albion News reported that about 800 people attended the event.   

 

 
Rogers Open House on July 26, 1986.  

 

 
Aerial view of the Rogers plant in the late 1980s.  
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1986 brought changes to the ownership and management of Rogers Brothers.  

John and Betty Kulyk sold the company to their four children: Connie (Kulyk) Steadman, 

Larry, Mark, and Maggie Kulyk.  Maggie joined the business as Vice President of 

Production.  With her addition and the official transfer of ownership, Rogers Brothers 

moved solidly on into its third generation of the family.       

     

 
The officers of Rogers Brothers Corporation, 1986, left to right: Maggie Kulyk, Betty Rogers Kulyk,  

John Kulyk, Larry Kulyk, and Mark Kulyk. 

 

In late May 1986, The Albion News and the Morning News of Erie, Pa. reported 

the death of Harrison Rogers, who had passed away after an extended illness, at his home 

in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, at the age of 73. 

 

 
Obituary of Harrison Rogers in the Erie Morning News, May 29, 1986. 
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DESIGNED TO PERFORM…BUILT TO LAST 

 
In the mid 1980s, Rogers developed the “Gentle Riser” deck style that allowed for 

carrying equipment over the rear axles.  For example, a paving contractor could carry 

multiple-piece loads from one job site to another.   

 

 
A Rogers 35-Ton Gentle Riser, shown with gooseneck fenders. 

 

Also during this time a new paint booth facility was installed in the shop that 

improved the paint quality of the trailers while meeting environmental regulations.  

 

In the early 1990s, Rogers introduced the No Foot® self-lifting detachable 

gooseneck.  This was an advancement in the design of a non-ground engaging gooseneck.  

Two powerful hydraulic cylinders created the “self-lifting” action that meant equipment 

loading and unloading could take place no matter how adverse the ground condition.    

 

 
Advertisement for a Rogers No-Foot Detachable Gooseneck 
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In 1991, Rogers Brothers Corporation moved into its fourth generation as a family 

business with the addition of Larry Kulyk’s son, Jay as the Purchasing Agent. 

 

In 1992, Rogers added two new countries to the list of nations where Rogers 

trailers have been sold: South Korea and Japan.   

 

 

 

 
Pictures of a Rogers trailer on display at a manufacturer’s convention in Tokyo, Japan c. early 1990s. 

 

In December 1993, Rogers officially closed its factory in Delta, Ohio, and 

consolidated the operations in Albion.  During the 25 years of operation, the Delta plant 

built over 3,600 trailers, many of which are still in use today. 
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INVEST IN ROGERS FOR THE LONG HAUL 
 

1994 saw more changes in the management of Rogers Brothers.  John and Betty 

Kulyk’s daughters Connie Quigley and Maggie Kulyk sold their interests in the business.  

Larry Kulyk, who became Chief Executive Officer, and Mark Kulyk, who became 

President of the company, now jointly own Rogers Brothers Corporation.   

 

 In 1995, Rogers moved into its 90
th
 year in business.  Hard Hat News recognized 

the company’s philosophy of engineering long-lasting quality trailers for their customers.    

 

 
Article from Hard Hat News, December 15, 1995. 

 

 
Article from the Erie Daily Times, November 23, 1995. 
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 The late 1990s saw the addition of new welding systems that produced better 

weld quality in less time; and a plasma burning system that dramatically reduced plate 

burning times.  The plasma machine used patterns “nested” on to the steel plates by 

computer.  This resulted in better plate burning efficiency.    

 

Rogers always emphasized the performance of its trailers—a hallmark of the 

company.  New designs with benefits such as higher strength, lighter weight, and 

increased deck space were introduced.  Rogers Brothers also began manufacturing a new 

line of tag-along trailers called the TAG 25’s.  Towards the close of the millennium, 

Rogers saw a dramatic rise in their production.    

     

Rogers Brothers went through a twelve-week work stoppage from August to 

November of 1998.  After a series of negotiations between the workers union and the 

management, an agreement was reached and the employees returned to work.   

 

 
Front page of The Albion News, September 9, 1998. 
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WHERE EXPERIENCE MEETS TECHNOLOGY 

 
 The new millennium began and Rogers Brothers continued to strive for 

innovation.  The Ultima Series of trailers was introduced.  Noted for its light-weight, this 

trailer design used 130,000-psi steel in the main beams of the deck.   

 

 
Advertisement for the Ultima Series c. 1999. 

 

 

 Nick Kulyk, Larry Kulyk’s youngest son joined the company as a supervisor in 

the Layout Department of the factory.  With the addition of Nick, Rogers was solidly into 

its fourth generation as a family business. 
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 The year 2000 also marked the end of an era with the decision to topple its 

landmark water tower that stood next to the plant for 49 years.  It was considered 

obsolete, expensive to maintain, and a potential safety risk.  ALL Industrial Services Inc, 

of Youngstown, Ohio, took less than 90 minutes to bring it down.  Then it was cut up for 

scrap and cleared it away within two days. 

 

 
Front page of The Albion News, January 12, 2000. 

 

              
    The toppled water tower before dismantling.    Mark Kulyk with the tower’s top. 
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The entire world was shocked on September 11, 2001, when terrorists flew 

hijacked airplanes into the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in 

Washington D.C.  Nearly 3,000 people died in the attacks.  Rogers trailers were there to 

move large construction machines used in the rescue effort and the following cleanup.     

 

 
The cleanup at “Ground Zero,” New York City, September 2001. 

 

 
A Rogers trailer parked outside Giants Stadium with an excavator to be used in the cleanup.   

This picture appeared in an edition of Sports Illustrated in late 2001. 
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 Now, on the eve of its one hundredth anniversary, Rogers Brothers Corporation 

can look back on its past and reflect on its many accomplishments and look forward to a 

challenging and exciting future.  A great deal has changed for this company during a 

century in business, from building bridges and houses, to tank transports and 

locomotives, to heavy-duty trailers for loads of 20 tons to 150 tons.  Rogers grew over 

time, adapted to innovations in engineering technology, and overcame obstacles.  Despite 

all of the changes, Rogers Brothers Corporation has consistently adhered to the same 

principle of excellence in manufacturing and quality in production, which has made its 

name in trailers known the world over.    
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REFLECTIONS 

 

 

 

“I had three brothers, they worked well together, yet they were as different as 

sheeps and dogs.” –Evelyn Rogers Hamel, sister of the founding brothers.  

 

 

 

The three brothers “had a natural bent for construction.”  They “had no awareness 

of the competition in the beginning.  They merely developed what was needed.”… “They 

built anything that came up they could make a buck at.” –Betty Rogers Kulyk  

 

 

 

“If you don’t change, you sit there by yourself.” –John Kulyk 

 

 

 
“Low bed trailers are much like bridges, (they are) a load bearing space between 

two buttresses.  In this case the buttresses are mobile.” Trailers are also like bridges 

because “with a little care they will last indefinitely.” –Larry Kulyk 
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“We are excellent steel fabricators.  Our emphasis is on the details and not mass 

production.  People who buy Rogers® trailers want superior quality.”    

–Mark Kulyk 

 

 

              

“For all these years, good times and bad, we’ve kept a strong commitment to 

design and manufacture the best trailer for each customer.  It is this commitment that sets 

us apart from other manufacturers in our industry.”  -Jay Kulyk   

 

 

             
“So much has changed for Rogers Brothers after a century in business.  But their 

underlying principles of excellence and quality in production have always remained the 

same.”  -Nathaniel Kulyk 

 

 

              

“Dedication, teamwork, and pride has carried Rogers Brothers Corp. for 100 

years.  I am honored and excited to be part of the team that will guide the company into 

the future.”  -Nick Kulyk 
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APPENDIX 

 

The names in the following photos are arranged from left to right, unless numbers are 

assigned to list names corresponding to the numbers. 

 

1 Rogers Model A trailer on a weighing scale on Pearl Street in Albion, Pa., 1914.  From page 9.  

 

    

 

 Front: (Two) unidentified men in car; On trailer (seated) Charles Randall, Frank Stanley, 

James E. Britton, Milo Harrington, Bill Sharp, William LaVan, and Arthur Arms. 

Rear: (Two) unidentified men standing on sidewalk; On trailer (standing) Jacob Hamm, 

Mike O’Brien, an unidentified salesman, Curtis Grate, R.C. MyClymonds, Charles 

Rogers, Ralph Griswold, Frank Irwin, C.M. Wright, Charles Ringler, and George 

Porterfield; (two) unidentified men standing on street. 

 

2 Background on the Army-Navy “E” Award.  From page 20. 

 

The Army-Navy “E” Production Award was a salute from the fighting forces to 

the soldiers of industry—a joint recognition from the United States Army and Navy for 

exceptional performance on the manufacturing homefront of World War II. 

The flag that symbolized this award has a tradition in the history of the United 

States armed forces.  In 1906, the Navy instituted in the Fleet an award for excellence in 

gunnery that later became known as the Navy “E.”  Its use was extended to include 

outstanding performance in engineering and communications.  This honor was 

considered a source of deep pride for the servicemen who received it.   

By 1941, the Navy “E” award was extended to companies and organizations 

which showed excellence in producing ships, weapons, and equipment for the Navy.  

With the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the men and women of American 

industry became partners with the fighting forces on every war front.  From this common 

cause, the Army-Navy “E” Production Award was born in mid-1942.  It was considered 

an expression of the determined, unbeatable America spirit.  It was considered the 

symbol of an enduring resolve to work and fight together until the war was won.  For 

their production of tank retriever trailers, Rogers Brothers Corporation became one of the 

earliest recipients of the Army-Navy “E” Production Award.  
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3 Presentation of the “E” Flag at the award ceremony for Rogers Brothers Corporation, September 6, 1942.  From page 20.  

 

 

 

Commander Ralph Walling, United States Navy; Paul Salisbury, President of the Rogers 

Bros. Corporation Workers Union; Harrison Rogers, Rogers Sales Manager; and 

Lieutenant Colonel A.F. Witte, Executive Officer of the Cleveland Ordinance District. 

 

 

 

4 Photos from the cocktail and dinner party at the Kahkwa Club in Erie, Pa. for the Rogers Brothers Corporation 50th Anniversary.  

From page 34. 

 

  

A                             B                                 C                                    D 

 

 

A  Mrs. Margaret Rogers and Mr. Louis Rogers  

 

B  Larry Kulyk, Mrs. Betty Kulyk, Mr. John Kulyk, and Connie Kulyk 

 

C  Mr. Paul Kostkan, Mrs. Mary Kostkan, Mrs. Norma Keesler and Mr. Clyde Keesler 

 

D  Mrs. Rojean Rogers and Mr. Harrison Rogers 
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5 Annual Sales School November 17, 1959.  From page 36. 

 

 

 

Front: (kneeling): Ed Swaney, John Trego, and Mickey O’Brien; 

Rear: Harold Goeble, Doug Campbell, Tom Tiller, Adolf Sabolovie,    Jim Bailey, Paul 

Hopsegger, Joe Rutledge, John Kulyk, Arnold Hoffer, Williard Young, Ed Scarlett, and 

Larry Toomey. 

 

6 Annual Rogers Sales School May 2-3, 1960.  From page 36.   

 

 
 

Front: (seated): R. Kimball, E. Wilkins, K. Thomas, R. Anderson, F. Howell, and J. 

Milani.  Rear: (standing): John Kulyk, H. Conners, Ed Scarlett, E. O’Brien, Paul 

Hopsegger, Williard Young, Ed Swaney, Harold Goeble, and Arnold Hoffer. 

 

7 Workmen assembling wheels for D-Type trailers on the shop floor.  From page 40.   

 

 

 

Bert (or Russell) Pulling, Mike Thorik, Joe Chuzie, and Mike Macksymovy.  
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8 Rogers Brothers Corporation employees, 1961.  From page 41. 

 

                 

 

          

 

 

1) Paul Liska; 2) Steve Tercho; 3) Orrie Crosby; 4) John Swedrock; 5) Ransom Waldo; 

6) Randall Rogers; 7) John Kostkan; 8) Tex Johnston; 9) Harry Minch; 10) Joe Scott;   

11) Chuck Shauberger; 12) Mike Macksymovy; 13) Ed Engle; 14) Dale Wing;             

15) Mike Mehalso; 16) Wilson Maxwell; 17) Paul Kostkan; 18) John Harayda;             

19) Edward Duke; 20) Victor Dunlap; 21) Larry Van Slyke; 22) Dick Williams;           

23) Frank Prest; 24) Bill Youngs; 25) Nick Leninsky; 26) Larry Heffren;                       

27) Tom Biernacki; 28) Ken McConegly; 29) “Babe” Malena; 30) Bill Hyde;               

31) Willie Muchi; 32) Martin Hanas; 33) John Rizner; 34) Clarence Bright;                  

35) Joe Rauscher; 36) Jim Frazer; 37) George Tobin; 38) Vince Kireta;                         

39) Dwayne Taylor; 40) Emmett Hoover; 41) Steve Kireta; 42) Clell Parker;                 

43) John Suscheck; 44) Andy Repel; 45) Gene Hecker; 46) Gleed Taylor;                     

47) Walter Copeland; 48) Nick Swedrock; 49) Nez Allburn; 50) Orest Seneta;              

51) John Wolfe; 52) Patty Orr; 53) Bob Leninsky; 54) Donna (Sheldon?);                     

55) Harold Goeble; 56) Connie Kulyk; 57) Ed Swaney; 58) Love Seneta; 59) John Kulyk; 

60) June Goedecker; 61) Jim Swaney; 62) Ed Scarlett; 63) Paul Sheehan;                      

64) Mickey O’Brien; 65) Bob Erickson; 66) Joe Hecker; 67) Harold Connors;                

68) Arnold Hoffer; 69) Bob Drakes; 70) Williard Young; 71) Herb Cherry;                   

72) Willie Hubiak; 73) Jack Young; 74) Bud Shearer; 75) “Porky” Salisbury;                

76) Mike Pritoka; 77) Roscoe Swander; 78) Ken Parker; 79) Paul Senyo; 80) Ed Meeker; 

81) Mike Thorik; 82) Earl Chase; 83) Steve Biernacki; 84) Joe Durish; 85) Robert Smock    
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9 Guests of the Open House, May 31, 1985.  From page 46. 

 

 

1) Unidentified; 2) Gerry Smith; 3) Larry Kulyk; 4) Gene Lugg; 5) Nancy Lugg;  

6) John Conner; 7) Nancy Conner; 8) Fred Keesler; 9) Al Hammond; 10) John Kulyk;  

11) John Vlasic; 12) Erwin Crook; 13) Brooke Tyler II; 14) Mrs. Tyler;  

15) Mrs. Douglas; 16) Glen Douglas; 17) Harold Goeble; 18) Chuck Leonard;  

19) Sharon Leonard; 20) Van Calton; 21) Lee Weaver; 22) Tom Burke, Jr.;  

23) Bill Cowden; 24) Mrs. Burke; 25) Nancy Cowden; 26) Tom Burke;                   

27) Unidentified; 28) Unidentified; 29) Unidentified; 30) Unidentified; 31) Mark 

Kulyk; 32) Agnes Parliman; 33) Bob Hammond; 34) Bill Dolivar; 35) Mike Liptac; 

36) Dale Hall; 37) Tim Keesler; 38) Lou Hammond; 39) Rick Keesler; 40) Bill 

Kitchen; 41) Steve Keesler; 42) Dennis Bartlett; 43) Paul Meaden; 44) Jack Otto;   

45) David Kennedy; 46) Unidentified; 47) David Douglas; 48) Ren Calton  

 

 

10 Mark Mitkowski runs an engineering application on a tour of his department.  From page 46. 

 

 
 

Seated: Mark Mitkowski. 

 

Standing: Denny Bartlett, Dale Hall, John Conner, Bob Leninsky, Agnes Parliman, 

Nancy Conner, and Al Hammond.  
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Patents Held by Rogers Brothers Corporation 

 

United States Patent # 1356789 for Rogers Tractor Design, issued on October 26, 1920. 

 

United States Patent # 1905242 for Heavy Duty Vehicles, issued on April 25, 1933. 

 

United States Patent # 1997122 for Corrugating Machines, issued on April 9, 1935. 

 

United States Patent # 2039554 for Vehicle Wheels for Duel Demountable Rims, issued 

on May 5, 1936.   

 

United States Patent # 2590181 for Power Manipulated Detachable Goosenecks for 

Trailers, issued on March 25, 1952. 

 

United States Patent # 2590210 for Detachable Fluid Pressure Operated Goosenecks for 

Trailers, issued on March 25, 1952. 

 

United States Patent # 2676783 for Heavy Duty Trailer with Elevating Deck, issued on 

April 27, 1954. 

 

United States Patent # 2678188 for Return and Counterbalance Device for Goosenecks, 

issued on May 11, 1954. 

 

United States Patent # 2895746 for Detachable Gooseneck For Trailers and Method of 

Manipulating the Same, issued on July 21, 1959. 

 

United States Patent # 4765638 for Non-Ground Engaging Lifting Apparatus for 

Detachable Gooseneck Trailers, issued on August 23, 1988. 

 

Canadian Patent # 350307 for Detachable Fluid Pressure Operated Gooseneck for 

Trailers, issued on December 29, 1950. 

 

Canadian Patent # 487657 for Detachable Fluid Pressure Operated Gooseneck for 

Trailers, issued on October 28, 1952.   

 

 
Examples of United States and Canadian Patents held by Rogers Brothers Corporation during their history in business. 
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